Interview of H. E. Piyush Srivastava, Ambassador of India to the

Kingdom of Bahrain given to Al Ayam on 06 Auqgust, 2021
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Translation

The return of 45,000 Indians to the Kingdom... the Indian Ambassador on a visit
to Al-Ayyam:

30% growth in trade exchange between India and Bahrain

The Ambassador of the Republic of India to Bahrain, Piyush Srivastava, confirmed
that the growth of trade exchange between his country and Bahrain during the first half
of the year exceeded 30% compared to last year, pointing out that this continuous
growth reflects the depth of the historical and economic relations between the two
countries.

In an interview on the side-lines of his visit to Al-Ayyam Establishment, the Indian
Ambassador said that despite the challenges posed by the Covid-19 pandemic on
various economies in the world, the pandemic has also enhanced many commercial
and investment opportunities in various sectors, including the information technology
sector, and Health and pharmaceutical sectors, and food security sector.

The Indian Ambassador expressed his sincere gratitude to the leadership and
government of Bahrain for their positions and support for India during the second wave
of the Covid-19 pandemic that hit India last spring, considering that Bahrain's position
is viewed with appreciation and respect.

The Ambassador revealed that more than 45% of his country's population has
received the vaccination, noting that his country's government aims for all eligible
Indian residents to receive vaccines by the end of this year. Below is the text of the
interview:

] The trade exchange between the two countries increased during the first half
of this year by up to 30% compared to the same period last year. What sectors
witnessed the growth of trade exchange?

- As you know, Bahrain and India enjoy wonderful relations in the field of trade and
investment, even during the pandemic and the challenges it posed. We witnessed a
growth in the balance of trade exchange between the two countries, and this of course
reflects the depth of relations between the two friendly countries. Information
technology, and electronic supplies, in general, there was a growth that included
various aspects of trade exchange between the two countries.

] What commercial sectors do you think it is important to focus on during this
period?

- | think in light of the pandemic, and the facts that it imposed on economies towards
recovery, there are sectors that offer great opportunities, whether in the field of trade
exchange or investment, most notably the information technology sector, the health
sector and medicines, and certainly the food security sector, of course there are other
sectors, such as education, industrial supplies, hydrocarbon energy, renewable



energy, agro-processing sector, infrastructure and others. Of course, we are always
ready to cooperate and enhance opportunities in various sectors with Bahrain.

] The Covid-19 pandemic has posed challenges to various economies of the
world, including India, which is one of the largest economies in the world. How
do you see the impact of the pandemic on trade exchange with the Gulf
countries, which are an influential economic partner for India?

- As | mentioned, the pandemic affected various economies of the world, including the
economy of India. The government has taken several initiatives in this direction,
including the “Atmanirbhar Bharat” initiative, a government initiative that aims to make
India a much stronger part of the supply chain and global value, in parallel with many
policies aimed at economic reform in specific sectors, including the information
technology sector, the agricultural sector, as well as the health sector, with the aim of
reviving the economy post covid-19, an example of this is the health sector, which is
facilitating the investment process in the medical sectors, and | am happy to share this
aspect here in Bahrain, as we have received many valuable investments in the medical
fields. There is no doubt that the Gulf countries are a historical economic partner, and
we have been keen with the Gulf countries to keep the supply lines, especially the
food and medicine sector, is open with the Gulf countries during the pandemic, and
the Gulf countries have also facilitated many aspects related to the movement of travel
and transportation for Indian nationals, and we are grateful to the Gulf countries for
these steps, especially Bahrain, which is one of the few countries that did not stop
flights between India and Bahrain since the beginning of the pandemic to this day. As
well as the measures taken by Bahrain regarding travel instructions and the
importance of subjecting arrivals to health isolation, and presenting the results of the
swab examination, of course, these are necessary measures to address the
pandemic.

] What about reaching a free trade agreement with the Arab Gulf states?

Of course, negotiations between the two sides were positive, and are still ongoing. |
believe that moving forward towards a free trade agreement will constitute a quantum
leap in trade cooperation between India and the Gulf countries. There are some
instructions that have been discussed with Gulf countries in this context; we are
witnessing great cooperation from the Gulf countries towards reaching a free trade
agreement, which will reflect the depth of the historical trade relations between India
and the Gulf countries.

The government of India launched the “Vande Bharat” mission, which aimed to
return its stranded citizens from several countries, including Bahrain. Is this
campaign still continuing, especially after the significant increase in the number
of injuries in India during the past spring?

- You know, when the pandemic started, there were a lot of Indian citizens who were
afraid of the pandemic and wanted to go back home. Of course, there were several
reasons for individuals to return to their homes, such as losing their jobs or returning
their families, so the Indian government decided to launch this mission, which is
considered one of the largest campaigns to return Indian nationals from abroad to the
homeland, and there have been arrangements in order to count the number of
nationals wishing to return from the total Indian communities abroad, and to arrange



their return, we have continued to do so, but now there are data that have changed,
for example, Bahrain, where there are open airlines between the two countries since
September 2020 in the context of regular travel, and people can leave for India or
come from it to Bahrain, therefore, Vande Bharat's mission is now continuing with only
about 25 countries around the world, countries whose nationals face some challenges
related to returning through regular travel.

] What is the total number of Indian nationals who left through the Vande Bharat
mission during the past year before the mission was stopped for the nationals
in Bahrain?

- | think there are about 75,000 Indian citizens who returned to their homes through
the mission, of course this number includes Indian citizens who were on a visit to
Bahrain, and are not residents, as well as individuals who chose to return for family
reasons, and others who lost their jobs, on the other hand, there are about 45,000
Indian citizens who have returned to Bahrain out of this total number. Of course, there
are people who are looking to return to Bahrain according to their working conditions,
as well as there are those who wish to travel to Bahrain to visit their relatives residing
here.

] India had a very harsh spring with the COVID-19 pandemic, which has
accelerated the pace of vaccination campaigns within India, how many people
have been vaccinated so far in India?

- As | mentioned, the second wave was very harsh and difficult, yes, we were able to
control the first wave, but the second was harsh, but the health measures that were
taken brought things under control, and now the number of infections began to decline,
reaching about 40 thousand daily injuries, in contrast. The recovery rate is up to 97%.
These are good numbers. As for those who received the vaccination, their number
reaches more than 460 million people, or about 40%-45% of the total population. As
for those who received the full vaccination, their number reaches about 25% of the
total eligible population. Of course, the government is looking forward to all eligible
residents will be fully vaccinated by the end of this year.

] Frankly, has India faced societal refusal to take vaccinations?

- In India, there are no decisions that oblige people to take vaccinations, or decisions
that limit the movement of people if they are not vaccinated, but at the same time,
people today have become more aware of the importance of taking vaccinations,
especially after they witnessed the consequences of the second wave of victims as a
result of infection with the virus. Yes, in the beginning there was incomplete
information about vaccines, and there were people who did not feel comfortable about
taking vaccinations, but after the second wave, the situation changed, and people
became more aware of the importance of taking vaccinations, and many people began
to believe that if they took the vaccine, they might get the disease, but its symptoms
would not be fatal, as happened during the second wave,

We can say that there is now no societal refusal to take vaccinations, as today we are
witnessing a great demand for vaccinations, and at the same time the process of giving
vaccinations has become more organized and prepared by the health authorities than
it was before the second wave, and there are 5 million people who receive vaccinations



daily in India, and now there are two vaccines that are being given to the public, and
soon the production of the Russian vaccine “Sputnik” will begin in India. As for the Gulf
countries, all the Gulf countries receive the “Covishield” vaccine, and Bahrain was one
of the first countries to receive a shipment of 100,000 doses of the vaccine.

] The British Telegraph newspaper recently reported that India is one of the four
countries nominated to be reclassified by the British health authorities, and
moved from the red list to the orange list during this month, what is your
comment on this step?

- We have discussed this matter with several countries, especially after the significant
decrease that India is witnessing in the number of injuries. Of course, we cannot wait
to reach the “zero” state in order to ease travel restrictions, but we are looking forward
to returning to our normal life. Yes, we faced difficult conditions during the second
wave, especially with the lack of oxygen in the hospitals. The hospitals were trying to
give everything they had, but we were facing a problem with delivering oxygen to
various regions, especially in central and western India. Today, we are grateful to the
international community, which provided great support in these harsh conditions,
including Bahrain, which came to provide support and send oxygen, and we extend
our respect and appreciation to the leadership and people of this country.



